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Division 52:  Country High School Hostels Authority, $5 944 000 - 
Mrs D.J. Guise, Chairman. 

Mr A.J. Carpenter, Minister for Education and Training. 

Mr J. Hopkins, Director.  

Ms M. Banks, Deputy Director General, Schools, Department of Education and Training. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  I refer to the significant issues and trends on page 892.  Under the first dot point the 
Government acknowledges that the proposed school leaving age will place pressure on regional boarding 
facilities and education services.  I have two questions.  Is the additional pressure accounted for in this budget?  
Does the budget provide for an increase in the state government boarding away from home allowance?   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  That does not come into this division.   

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  Is it not reflected in this part of the budget?   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Not directly.  We will obviously have an issue to deal with down the track.  For 
example, I think the upgrade and expansion of Albany Residential College will be a project for the 2005-06 
financial year.  I do not have any notes or detail on any others.   

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  The number attending the Albany hostel seems to be going well.  The Narrogin hostel is 
fantastic.  However, there are only a small number of residents at the Katanning hostel.  Does the minister want 
that to continue?  The raising of the school leaving age may produce greater demand.  I am concerned about 
what is happening, but I wonder how concerned the minister is about the number of students attending the 
Katanning hostel and the future of that residential hostel.  I know that there have been some pretty sad 
circumstances associated with that hostel.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Some time ago.  It is unfortunate that the impact of events that happened in Katanning 
some years ago - I do not know how many, but quite a few - has resulted in the development of a culture of 
avoidance among some parents towards the Katanning Residential College, to the extent that the occupancy rate, 
which I do not have on hand, is very low.  It is a significant resource that is almost being wasted.  I am hopeful 
that one of the potential beneficial aspects of the process we are undertaking is that it will focus our attention on 
the resources that are available for residential students to ensure that they will be utilised to their maximum 
benefit.  It will also focus attention on whether additional residential resources are required.  For example, the 
question will arise - it has already arisen in my mind - of whether we need a new residential facility in the 
metropolitan area for students from country areas who want to go to government schools.  At the moment there 
is Swanleigh.   

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  Kent Street.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Kent Street Senior High School has a residential facility on site.  Students from 
Swanleigh access Lockridge Senior High School and maybe other schools as well.   

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  Governor Stirling Senior High School and a few others.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Yes.  There is an issue with the Anglican Schools Commission with that facility.  It has 
its own plans for it.  As I have said - I said this in Narrogin as well - the fact that we are now going through the 
process that is outlined as a significant issue and trend is beneficial in that it will make us take a good, hard look 
at what we have and what we will need to put in place for the future.   

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  The upgrade that occurred at Narrogin is sensational.  It is working a treat.  There is a 
concern that numbers could drop in the future because of the demographics of where people live etc.  Given 
what the minister is proposing, that facility may be important in the long term.  It is a great facility at the 
moment.  There is no doubt that the facility in Albany, depending on what happens in Katanning, is attracting 
students.  The good name has boosted that college.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Some time later this year we will get the opportunity to officially open the new 
residential hostel accommodation at Narrogin Senior High School.  I did not get a chance to tour it when we 
were down there, but I saw it from the outside.  I was with Mr Hopkins last year or the year before when we 
opened the new facility in Geraldton, which is also an outstanding facility.  If we are going to require young 
people from non-metropolitan areas to engage in education, training and/or employment, the issue of 
accommodation will arise for some, either in their closest regional centre or the metropolitan area.   

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  Just to finish - 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 20 May 2004] 

 p405b-408a 
Mr Terry Waldron; Mr Alan Carpenter; Mr John Day; Chairman; Mrs Carol Martin 

 [2] 

The CHAIRMAN:  Member for Wagin, I have been very tolerant.  There was no question last time.  Unless I 
hear one, I will move on.   

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  This will be my last question.  I refer to the new building in Narrogin.  Will the 
recreation area, which was part of that stage, be completed soon?   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I will ask Mr Hopkins to respond.   

Mr HOPKINS:  That item is part of the master plan.  Exactly when it will be undertaken has not yet been 
finalised.  The reason is that substantially more has been achieved in the first stage than was first envisaged.  
Everybody will now draw breath and revise the master plan and the scheduling of the upgrade and connection, 
which will support both the college and the school.  They will have another look at that.   

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  I refer to the capital works program on page 895.  I note that there is a substantial reduction in 
the estimated expenditure from $6.6 million in 2003-04 to $1.4 million in 2004-05.  That is explained by the fact 
that the redevelopment of Narrogin Residential College has been completed.  I note that $25 000 has been spent 
on planning, design and analysis work for the Merredin Residential College, but that nothing further is allocated 
for 2004-05.  Could the minister explain why that is the case?   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I ask Mr Hopkins to respond.   

Mr HOPKINS:  Redevelopment of the Merredin Residential College is on hold because the number of residents 
has dropped quite significantly over the past two years.  Despite that, there has been significant funding for the 
maintenance of the college.  If any member were able to visit the college, he or she would be very impressed 
with the appearance of the college.  It is absolutely stunning.  The conversion of the college from shared 
bedrooms to single rooms, which is really the thrust of the redevelopment plan, is on hold while the number of 
students is so low. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  What is the number of students?   

Mr HOPKINS:  It is 37 or 38 at this stage.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  What is the capacity of Merredin Residential College?   

Mr HOPKINS:  Merredin has a capacity of 72 students.   

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  Does each student have his or her own room, even though they are designed to be twin rooms?   

Mr HOPKINS:  They certainly have their own room in terms of real space.   

Mrs C.A. MARTIN:  I refer to the new works on page 895.  I note that no new works are listed for a Kimberley 
residential college.  I want to put this on the record.  At the moment an estimated 150 children from the 
Kimberley are in colleges throughout the north of this State.  My son is at the Geraldton Residential College.  
That is a great facility, by the way, but we need one in Broome.  There are 150 kids living in areas in which they 
should not really be.  I note that the hostels in Moora, Merredin and Narrogin are listed under completed works 
as having received upgrades and better facilities.  The new works will be to the Northam and Esperance hostels.  
I argue that the Kimberley needs to be on that list.  What is the process to identify that need?  I argue that if we 
can identify 150 children missing from our community because they need an education and a residential facility, 
the Kimberley should be on the new works list.  What is the process to get it there?   

[3.30 pm] 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Planning work is now in progress for two centres in the Kimberley - one in Kununurra 
and the other in Broome.  However, the member should not jump to celebrate just yet.  The State Government is 
committed to supporting the development by Aboriginal Hostels Ltd of a boarding facility at Kununurra in the 
east Kimberley region.  As far as I understand, the funding is committed by Aboriginal Hostels.   

Mrs C.A. MARTIN:  Is that through the Winun foundation?   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I will hand over to Mr Hopkins.   

Mr HOPKINS:  It is not playing any other role apart from having assisted some time ago with the planning and 
development of that project.  However, it is still involved in consultation.  We are very close to finalising the 
piece of land to be used.  In next week’s paper there will be an advertisement about the transfer or acquisition of 
that land for that residential college.    

Mrs C.A. MARTIN:  I saw the site last week; it is a good site. 

Mr HOPKINS:  It looks as though we are a couple of months away from the land transfer occurring.  Everyone 
is very keen for that project to move forward.   
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Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  That has dealt with Kununurra, so I will move on to Broome.  When I was in Broome 
with the member six weeks ago, we discussed the issue of a potential boarding facility in Broome with the 
district director, as I recall, and others.  I have also had preliminary conversations with Ron Dullard from the 
Catholic Education Commission and met with the principal of St Mary’s College, the Catholic high school in 
Broome.  The principal’s name escapes me but he is a very active fellow.  We were considering whether a shared 
facility could be developed.  The Albany facility is shared; the Government has basically provided it and some of 
the Catholic students access it.  The Catholic Education Office of Western Australia is keen to move on with the 
project because it has a site that it thinks is suitable.  A feasibility study is now being undertaken into the need 
for this boarding facility in Broome to service the entire west Kimberley.  Currently, the students in the region 
are boarding, as the member indicated, well away from Broome - in Esperance, Darwin, Geraldton -  

Mrs C.A. MARTIN:  And Perth, with a couple in Kalgoorlie.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  We are now working with the Catholic Education Commission.  It makes sense if we 
can pull together to develop a collaborative approach to developing a boarding facility up there.  I must admit 
that I am disturbed by the educational outcomes in Broome, at a high school level anyway.  An analysis of the 
performance of students coming out of the Broome Senior High School shows that a lot of work needs to be 
done to improve that area.  A lot of parents are new.  The member has expressed concern about the educational 
outcomes of students - indigenous and others - in the government education system in Broome.  I have asked the 
department to make it a priority to deal with or attend to the academic and other outcomes from Broome Senior 
High School.  A lot of work needs to be done.  The member will recall that I put in place in February or March 
an academic performance improvement team to raise the academic performance of students in government 
schools.  The Broome school is one it is looking at.  It is a major centre and we cannot put up with the situation 
as it exists.   

Mrs C.A. MARTIN:  Would it stand to reason then that, if we could maintain the number of students within the 
region, we would get more resources, and, therefore, we would be able to provide a better service to them?  Is it 
a catch-22 situation?  

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Very much so.  The two things are interdependent.  Many parents take their children 
away because they see that the educational outcomes, at a senior school level anyway, are not good enough.  At 
the same time, if we could attract more students to the school, we could probably do something about additional 
resources.  This is a situation in which the community has to be convinced by real results rather than the rhetoric 
coming from Perth about doing these sorts of things.  We are doing or have done an analysis of the performance 
levels of the students coming out of the Broome Senior High School, and we have to demonstrate to the 
community that they are improving, otherwise it will not believe us.   

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  There does not appear to be any funding in this year’s budget estimates for the Albany 
Residential College,.  Can the minister tell us when funding for the redevelopment of the Albany Residential 
College will be provided?  

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I am informed that the allocations for Albany are $1.7 million in 2005-06, $6 million in 
2006-07 and $1.5 million of finishing-off money in 2007.  That indicates to me that the bulk of the work will be 
done in 2006-07.   

The appropriation was recommended. 
 


